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The Non-negotiables for Writing are skills identified for each year group taken from Key Learning in Writing.  

• The expectation is that these are skills which have been taught, practised and applied in a wide range of contexts before they become a ‘non-

negotiable’.  

• The point at which the skills become a ‘non-negotiable’ is likely to be different for different children or groups of children.  

• Some skills within the document have been deliberately placed in the next year group to which they are first taught, in order to allow sufficient time 

and opportunity for the skills to become embedded.  

• They are not intended to replace Key Learning in Writing or Key Learning Indicators of Performance (KLIPs).  

How Do I Use the Non-negotiables for Writing?  

• They are designed to be used within the classroom on a regular basis across the curriculum e.g. displayed on working walls or as table top mats for 

children to refer to frequently in order to self-edit or peer-edit their writing.  

• It is intended that the lists are compiled and added to over the year as skills become embedded.  

• The expectation is that children will be using the full range of skills by the end of the year. 


